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 SWEEPSTAKES
Division A

First place – Kerrville Daily 
Times

Second – Stephenville Em-
pire-Tribune

Tie for third – Plainview 
Daily Herald, Roswell Daily 
Record

Division B
First place - Wise County 

Messenger
Second place – the High-

lander
Third – Graham Leader

Division C
First place - Fredericksburg 

Standard-Radio Post
Second place - Dublin Citi-

zen
Third place - Glen Rose 

Reporter

Division D 
First place - Ozona Stock-

man
Second place - Joshua Star
Third place - Alvarado Star

Editorial Writing 
Division A

First Place - Roswell Daily 
Record

“Good editorial; good writ-
ing, and it makes a clear 
if sometimes unpopular 
point.”

“Good background and 
conclusion was strong al-
though some of the argu-
ments seemed convoluted.”

Second place - Plainview 
Daily Herald

Third Place - Kerrville Daily 
Times

Honorable Mention - Brown-
wood Bulletin

Division B
First Place - Graham Lead-

er
“OK overall but focuses 

on making sure everyone is 
aware of a problem rather 
than on any solution.”

“Good editorial, good back-
ground and shines light on 
local issue.”

Second Place - Canyon 
News

Third Place - Wise County 
Messenger

Division C
First Place - Fredericksburg 

Standard
“Good use of personal ex-

ample to define a local prob-
lem. Good clear argumenta-
tion.”

Second Place - Colorado 

City Record
Third Place - Lake Country 

Sun

Division D
First Place - Joshua Star
“ Pretty good piece.”
“Good on an important is-

sue. A kind of ‘folksy’ writing 
that is hard to pull off.”

Second Place - Ozona Stock-
man

Third Place - Eldorado Suc-
cess

Features
Division A

First - The Kerrville Daily 
Times

“Really touching story.”
Second - Stephenville Em-

pire-Tribune
Third - Plainview Daily Her-

ald

Division B
First - Wise County Mes-

senger
“Very nice, good length, 

great photos.”
“This is great. The soldier 

theme was consistent in 
the story, title, photos and 
captions. The photos are 
great.”

Second - Quanah Tribune-
Chief

Third - Breckenridge Ameri-
can

Division C
First - The Hamilton Her-

ald
“Very interesting.”
Second - Fredericksburg 

Standard-Radio Post
Third - Dublin Citizen

Division D
Tie, First - Hico News Re-

view
“Great content. A nice warn-

ing tale.”
First - Joshua Star 
“You did a great job with 

explaining why Scott loves 
sports and what inspires him 
to do what he does.”

Second - Crowley Star
Third - The Ozona Stock-

man

News Writing 
Division A

First Place - Kerrville Daily 
Times

“Story flowed very well 
and kept me interested. It 
is a local issue, hitting on a 
national one. Great job local-
izing. Educates and informs 
people in a very upbeat yet 
serous way. Very good en-

joyed it a lot.”
“Good story; you have some 

really good quotes and the 
all focused on how the ban 
is going to be bad for them. 
I think there could have been 
more numbers and statistics 
used to show how many this 
ordinance will effect. Great 
quote on how much VFW 
gives in scholarships. I think 
there should have been more 
emphasis.”

Second Place - Brownwood 
Bulletin

Third Place -Stephenville 
Empire-Tribune

Division B
First Place - The Graham 

Leader
“Good lead, good use of 

quotes. The story made me 
want to keep reading, trailed 
off a little at the end, but 
overall good story.”

“Good story, a few gram-
matical errors, but not a lot 
wrong.”

Second Place - Hood County 
News

Third Place - Quanah Tri-
bune Chief

Honorable Mention - Lam-
pasas Dispatch Record

Division C
First Place - Fredericksburg 

Standard
“Interesting topic, about a 

topic that affects everyone, 
so it draws the reader. I liked 
the interviews with normal 
shoppers.”

“I really like the use of the 
picture of the map. It really 
helps the reader put a visual 
with the story. Interesting 
subject for readers and could 
possibly inform the reader to 
be more safe if they were not 
knowledgeable about this. 
Good job!”

Second Place - Glen Rose 
Reporter

Third Place -Colorado City 
Record

Division D
First Place- The Ozona 

Stockman
“Good quotes, interesting 

intro, very good story, could 
shorten cutlines.”

“Very well written, turned 
it into an interesting story. 
Colored ink on Page 1 would 
be cool.”

Second Place - Joshua Star 
Third Place - Keene Star

Photography
Division A

First - Brownwood Bulletin 
(corn)

“Interesting photo! Good 
composition, display and 
subject.”

Second - Kerrville Daily 
Times 

Third - Plainview Daily Her-
ald 

Honorable Mention - Ker-
rville Daily Times 

Division B
First - Lamb County Leader 

(fire) - “A perfect, newsy, in-
teresting front page photo. 
Truly captured a unique and 
interesting moment!”

Second - Wise County Mes-
senger 

Third - Breckenridge Ameri-
can 

Honorable Mention - Wise 
County Messenger

Division C
First - Fredericksburg Stan-

dard-Radio Post (track)
“Great photo, captures ex-

pressions.”
Second - Dublin Citizen
Third - Fredericksburg Stan-

dard Radio-Post

Honorable Mention - Glen 
Rose Reporter

Division D
First- Hico News (bridge)
“Eye-catching photo! Very 

well composed.” 
Second - Alvarado Star 
Third - Ozona Stockman 
Honorable Mention - Crow-

ley Star

Advertising Composition
Division A

First Place - Plainview Daily 
Herald

“Ads catch readers atten-
tion; even the one without 
color. Not too cluttered or 
wordy, gets message across 
succinctly.”

Second Place - Brownwood 
Bulletin

Third Place - Stephenville 
Empire Tribune

Division B
First Place - Wise County 

Messenger
“Very original, eye-catching, 

great ideas. Very creative. 
Gets message across in an 

2009 WTPA Better Newspaper Contest winners

See WINNERS, Page 11

Mac McKinnon, publisher of The Dublin Citizen, an-
nounces winners of the 2009 WTPA Better Newspaper 
Contest.
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Quicksand Golf Course, 
the “ninth hardest course in 
Texas,” was the site of the 
2009 West Texas Press As-
sociation annual golf outing 
at its annual convention in 
San Angelo. 

Tournament chairman Paul 
C. Perner IV said he was 
pleased with this year’s turn-
out.

Quicksand boasts 7,171 
yards of challenging golf 
when played from the cham-
pionship tees. Sand traps, 
water hazards and generous 
fairways dot the 18 holes laid 
out over 320 acres.

“We chose Quicksand be-
cause it is a beautiful and 

fun course to play,” Perner 
said. “We decided to shake 
things up a bit and do the 
tournament as a scramble 
this year.”

The winning team scored 
a 67, with second and third 
teams tied at 68 each. 

On the winning team was 
Perner, Kathy McClellan from 
Vernon, Charles and Vonnie 
Fisher from Roswell, N.M., 
and Bob Brincefield of Brown-
wood. 

Everyone on the West Texas 
Press Board of Directors and 
members would like to thank 
Quicksand Golf Course and 
their staff for being such 
wonderful hosts.

Quicksand Golf Course offers many challenges

Paul Perner announces the 
winners of this year’s golf 
tournament.

Style and poise
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EMBARQ
Hood County News

AT&T
Clarendon Enterprise

Dublin Citizen
Fredericksburg 

Standard-Radio Post
Gatesville Messenger

Hill Country Community 
Press

Iowa Park Leader
Lamesa Press-Reporter

North Central Texas 
Publishing

Perryton Herald
South Plains Printing
— For being Better 

Newspaper
Contest sponsors

Angelo State University

AEP Texas
Texas Press Association

AT&T
EMBARQ

Hood County News
Odessa Convention & Visitors 

Bureau
Gatesville Messenger

Wise County Messenger
Lamesa Press-Reporter

Iowa Park Leader
— For being convention 

sponsors

Lake Country Sun
— For printing, labeling and 

mailing
The Publisher

Cathy Collier
Melissa Perner

Bob Brincefield
Mac McKinnon
Mary Dudley
Bob Dillard

Joe Hernandez
Rochelle Stidham
Mark Engebretson

— For providing articles and 
photographs

for The Publisher

Paul C. Perner IV
Joe Hernandez

— For assisting with the golf 
tournament

Susan Williams
Susan Calloway

— For assisting with door 
prizes and the silent 

auction

A heartfelt ‘thank you’ to all who contributed their time, money 
and effort to the success of the 2009 WTPA convention

Mary Dudley, of the Per-
ryton Herald, is again 
secretary-treasurer for 
WTPA. She maintains the 
records, keeps officers in-
formed and is the central 
point of contact for WTPA 
business.

Angelo
continued from Page1

“dreamed” of becoming a 
newspaper journalist. In high 
school, she worked on the 
school newspaper and was 
editor her junior and senior 
years. 

She began her journalism ca-
reer at ASU where she moved 
up the ranks to become editor 
of the university’s newspa-
per the Ram Page her senior 
year. 

After graduating from ASU 
in December 2000, Perner 
immediately stepped into a 
full-time reporting position 
for the San Angelo Standard-
Times, where she remained 
until 2004 when she and her 
husband, Paul, bought The 
Ozona Stockman in Paul’s 
hometown of Ozona. 

There, Perner is publici-
ty chair for Ozona Wom-
an’s League and is an active 
member in the First Baptist 
Church. 

Paul and Melissa live on his 
parent’s ranch outside of 
Ozona. They are the proud 
“parents” of two dogs, Jade 
and Sage, and a cat named 
Dash. 

Other WTPA officers elected 
in San Angelo are Mac McK-
innon of the Dublin Citizen 
as first vice president and 
convention chair and Derek 
Tidwell of the Hood County 
News as second vice president 
and Better Newspaper Contest 
chair. Collier will be chairman 
of the board and Mary Dud-
ley of the Perryton Herald is 
secretary-treasurer.

Board directors for 2009-10 
are Robert Burns, EMBARQ; 
Carolyn Anderson, Rock-
springs; Mark Engebretson, 
Possum Kingdom Lake/Gra-
ford; Debbie Aylesworth, 
Canyon (one year unexpired 
term); John Schmid, Kerrville; 
Roger Estlack, Clarendon; Lisa 
Davis, Decatur; and Rochelle 
Stidham, Stephenville.

Perner appointed Bob Dillard 
as scholarship chairman and 
Robert Burns to a one-year 
term, McKinnon to a two-
year term and Lisa Davis to a 
three-year term on the newly 
adopted finance committee. 

Perner
continued from Page1
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Winners
continued from Page10

tin Tenant’s Council and the 
Federal Housing Administra-
tion. Both men’s newspapers 
were targeted by the Austin 
Tenant’s Council and ended 
up having to donate advertis-
ing and conduct training. Both 
men presented handouts to 
help other newspapers avoid 
any future targets. 

WTPA members were free to 
explore ASU and San Angelo 
Friday afternoon, with on-
campus tours and trips to the 
Hummer House in Christoval, 
before reconvening at the 
Junell Center for the presi-
dent’s reception sponsored 
by ASU.  

After a Texas barbecue 
feast, Randy Mankin, 2008 re-
cipient of the Harold Hudson 
Award, presented this year’s 
award to Fort Davis publisher 
Bob Dillard. 

The group was then treated 
to an intense and intriguing 
tale by San Angelo author 

Russell Smith as he presented 
his book, No Reason to Kill. 

With photos from the 
book, Smith took the audi-
ence through the murder 
of 20-year-old San Angelo 
resident Shelia Elrod who 
was killed in 1980 during a 
jewelry store robbery.

Collier chaired Saturday 
morning’s general member-
ship meeting after the ses-
sion. 

He announced that the first 
WTPA interns were at the 
Dublin Citizen and the Brown-
wood Bulletin. WTPA provided 
$5,000 to each paper. 

Results of the Better News-
paper Contest were an-
nounced and Mac McKinnon 
announced Odessa as the 
convention site for 2010.

Prize drawings were held 
for stays at Prude Ranch 
and the Limpia Hotel in Fort 
Davis and the Paisano Hotel 
in Marfa. 

Both were won by Bill Berger 
and Jerry Berger.  

interesting way. Very good!”
Second Place - Hood County 

News
Third Place - Jack County 

Herald
Honorable Mention - Gra-

ham Leader

Division C
First Place - Hamilton Her-

ald News
“Good use of creative art-

work – still interesting even 
without photos. Nice use of 
fonts. Nicely put together.”

Second Place - Fredericks-
burg Standard

Third Place- Lake Country 
Sun

Division D
First Place - The Albany 

News
“Great ads! Good composi-

tion and color; good photos, 
very clean design.”

Second Place - Crowley 
Star

Third Place - Keene Star

Column Writing
Division A

First - Stephenville Empire-
Tribune 

“The writer gets to the 
point. Second column is very 
interesting.”

Second – Roswell Daily 
Record

Third – Kerrville Daily 
Times

Honorable Mention - Plain-
view Daily Herald

Division B
(Tie) First - The Perryton 

Herald
“Nice analysis.” 
First - Lamesa Press-Report-

er - “Touching story about 
small town antics. Really 
enjoyed reading it.”

Second - The Highlander 
Third - The Burleson Star

Division C
First - Glen Rose Reporter 

- “Awesome story, very in-
teresting about the relation 
to billion-dollar corpora-
tions getting bailed out while 
Average Joes are still strug-
gling.”

Second - Fredericksburg 
Standard 

Third - Dublin Citizen

Division D
First- Hico News-Review - 

“Excellent, very newsworthy. 
Hits home to most.”

Second - Joshua Star

Third - South Tarrant Star

General Excellence 
Division A

First Place - Stephenville 
Empire Tribune

“Good overall appearance; 
not too cluttered. Sports 
pictures are very profes-
sional. Great focus on local 
elections.”

Second Place - Plainview 
Daily Herald

Third Place - Kerrville Daily 
Times

Honorable Mention - Brown-
wood Bulletin

Division B
First Place- Burleson Star
“I like the National Dog 

Week. Lots of good coverage 
on local stories.”

Second Place - Wise County 
Messenger

Third Place - The Canyon 
News

Division C
First Place - Fredericksburg 

Standard
“High resolution photos 

had better quality than most 
papers in the same division. 
Catchy headlines, good lay-
out.”

Second Place - Dublin Citi-
zen

Third Place - Hamilton Her-
ald News

Honorable Mention - Glen 
Rose Reporter

Division D
First Place - The Olney En-

terprise
“Overall, very good appear-

ance. We loved the little kids 
page. We also like the pan-
oramic picture of the fire on 
the front page.”

Second Place - South Tar-
rant Star

Third - Crowley Star
Honorable Mention - Alva-

rado Star

Special Coverage Award 
Division-Weekly

First Place - Dublin Citizen
“This was a stand-out entry. 

Great coverage of behind 
the scenes politics and an 
appraiser’s fight with local 
business interests.”

Second Place - South Tar-
rant Star

Third Place - Ozona Stock-
man

Division - Semi-Weekly/
Daily

First Place - The Highland-
er

“Great coverage of a home-
town hero’s rise to Olympic 
contender.”

Second Place - Canyon 
News

Third Place - Graham Lead-
er

Honorable Mention -Lamb 
County Leader News

Special Section
Division A

First Place - Brownwood 
Bulletin

“This entry won first place 
in a field of tough competi-
tors. Tons of good features 
that really show the reader 
what the people of Brown-
wood are like.”

Second - Roswell Daily-
Record.

Third - Stephenville Empire-
Tribune

Honorable Mention - Ker-
rville Daily-Times

Division B
First place -  Highland 

Lakes, 
“Articles were good and 

original.”
Second - Canyon News
Third - Hood County News
Fourth - Wise County Mes-

senger

Division C
First - Fredericksburg Stan-

dard-Radio Post 
“Interesting take on a sub-

ject. Articles were good and 
creative.”

Second – Dublin Citizen
Third - Colorado City Re-

cord
Honorable Mention - Hondo 

Anvil-Herald

Division D
First - Ozona Stockman
“Good articles all related to 

the theme of the section. Lay-
out and design were simple 
but photos were OK. Overall, 
something different.”

Second - El Dorado Suc-
cess 

Third - Albany News

Sports 
Division A

First Place - Stephenville 
Empire-Tribune

“Strong use of leads to draw 
the reader in. An effective 
job of covering sport-related 
information for a variety of 
sports. Articles read easily 
and clearly. Photos are great, 
very clear images and nice 
job capturing action photos. 
Nice job equally distributing 
coverage on each segment of 

sports related events/materi-
al. Visual presentation of the 
information is appealing.”

Second Place - Roswell Daily 
Record 

Third Place -Kerrville Daily 
Times

Division B
First Place - The Highland-

er
“Pictures and layout are 

amazing; Very intriguing.”
Second Place - Burleson 

Star
Third Place - The Graham 

Leader

Division C
First Place - Fredericksburg 

Standard
“Wonderful pictures! Nice 

coverage of all sports for Fred-
ericksburg and surrounding 
areas. Good leads. Way to 
keep attention throughout 
story. Photo captions are 
good. Nice color in stories. 
Good headlines!”

Second Place - Hondo Anvil-
Herald 

Third Place - Glen Rose 
Reporter 

Honorable Mention - Dublin 
Citizen 

Division D 
First Place - The Albany 

News
“Lots of good stories and 

pictures. Great range of cov-
erage. Everything from var-
sity to youth, great coverage. 
Good future info.”

Second Place - The El Do-
rado Success 

Third Place - The Alvarado 
Star

Photographer of the Year
Weekly Division

First Place - Lisa Walter, 
Fredericksburg Standard-Ra-
dio Post - “Great perspectives 
and use of visual storytelling 
techniques.” 

Second Place - Christopher 
Amos, Alvarado Star

Third - Kim Ovard, Crowley 
Star

Honorable Mention - Joe 
Hernandez, Ozona Stock-
man

Semi-Weekly
First Place - Joe Duty, Wise 

County Messenger - “Great 
photos, visually compelling 
journalism.”

Second Place - Gabe Wolf, 
Lampasas Dispatch

Third Place -Russel Skiles, 
Lamesa Press Reporter

Honorable Mention - Kim 

Ovard, Burleson Star

Daily
First – Mark Wilson, Roswell 

Daily Record, “Photos that 
make you say ‘wow!’”

Second - John Schmid, Ker-
rville Daily Times

Third - Richard Porter, Pla-
inview Daily Herald

 
Journalist of the Year

Division-Weekly
First Place - The Llano Coun-

ty Journal - George Hatt
“Well written, interesting 

subjects. Shows that you can 
write about anything from 
sports to crime scenes and 
still be effective. Great leads, 
from features to sports to 
difficult situations. You kept 
interest and wrote effectively 
in all areas. Great stories, 
huge variety, very interest-
ing. Good profile, good leads 
and variety in stories. Good 
visuals and great layout and 
presentation.”

Second Place - Alvarado 
Star-Christopher Amos

Third Place- The Hico News 
Review - Anna Belew

Division-Semi-Weekly
First Place - Wise County 

Messenger - Mandy Bour-
geois

“Her articles varied in topic 
from Santa profiles to the 
heartwarming story of two 
sisters. Her writing always 
helps the reader to see the 
funny and the meaningful 
side of the topic.”

Second Place - Lampasas 
Dispatch-Record - David 
Lowe 

Third Place - Graham Lead-
er - David Rupkalvis 

Honorable Mention - The 
Highlander - Bobbi Gage

Division- Daily
First Place - Stephenville 

Empire Tribune - Amanda 
Kimble

“Great range of coverage. 
The sexual assault stories 
were inspiring. Good photos 
along with stories. Lead to 
‘Let’s Eat’ culinary story was 
good. Nice way to link Ath-
ena to the goddess Athena 
- Made us want to read more. 
Pretty good headlines.”

Second Place - Plainview 
Daily Herald - Doug Mc-
Donough 

Third Place - Kerrville Daily 
Times - Alyson Chapman 

Honorable Mention - Ro-
swell Daily Record - Richard 
Jacques
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